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February 26,201'6

Chairman Blll Shuster

Com m ittee on Tra nsportation a nd I nfrastructure

U.S. House of RePresentatives

2165 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Chairman Bob Gibbs

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure

U.S. House of RePresentatives

2165 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 2051-5

Dear Chairman Shuster, Ranking Member DeFazio,

Member Napolitano:

Ranking Member Peter DeFazio

Com mittee on Tra nspo rtation a nd I nfrastructu re

U.S. House of Representatives

2164 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Ranl<ing Member Grace F. Napolitano

Committee on Tra nsportatio n a nd I nfrastructu re

U.S. House of RePresentatives

21-64 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Subcommittee Chairman Gibbs, and Ranking

We are writing to asK for your support for inclusion in WRDA 20L6 of a modification in the definition of

what constitutes a "maior rehabilitation project" on the inland waterways transportation systenr.

Currenly, routtne operation and maintenance of a navigation lock or dam is funded from the U.S Army

Corps of Engineers Operation and Maintenance account until such time as that cost exceeds S20 rrrillion'

At that point, the project work becomes eligible for funding from the Inland Waterways Trust Fund

(lwTF). This threshold creates an incentive for the corps to withhold initiating routine maintenance

until such time as the aggregate cost exceeds $20 million and then re-classify the worl< as "major

rehabilitation" and shift the cost to the IWTF.

ln 2015 an unscheduled maintenance outage at a lock on the Ohio River cost the customers of one

barge carrier 53.6 millio n.ln2OI4,the lack of a single SS million spare part shut down the Algiers Lock,

resulting in S142 million in economic harm to shippers'

We respectfully request that the threshold for classifying work as either Operation and Maintenance or

Major Rehabilitation be changed from the current levelof SZO million to $50 million' An analysis of

projects qualifying for trust fund eligibility demonstrates that the average cost is $55'1 million. Thus,

addressin[ this anomaly will not impact truly major rehabilitation work. lt will however address the

unintended incentive to not maintain our navigation infrastructure.
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Daniel W. Lipinski
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Member of Congress
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