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About IHS Markit
We have the deepest source of information, analytics and solutions for the world’s major industries, financial markets 
and governments. Our analytics and experts reveal interdependencies across complex industries to truly understand 
why things happen. By seeing the big picture and all the connections, we provide our customers with insights and 
perspective on what really matters.

15,000
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140 countries

65
offices globally
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Led by Dr. Dan Yergin, 
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of Energy Advisory board.

EMEA

350+
Agri and 
Energy 
Experts

APAC

200+
Agri and 
Energy 
Experts

GLOBAL

350+
Analytics Team 



© 2019 IHS Markit. All Rights Reserved.

Financial

Consolidated
Markets & Solutions

Transportation

OPERATIONAL RISK
& REGULATORY 

COMPLIANCE

DIGITAL & WEB 
SOLUTIONS

MARITIME 
& TRADE

AEROSPACE,
DEFENSE &
SECURITY

AUTOMOTIVE

ENGINEERING &
PRODUCT DESIGN

ECONOMICS & 
COUNTRY RISK

ENERGY

CHEMICAL

FINANCIAL 
MARKETS DATA

& SERVICES

Addressing strategic 
challenges with 
interconnected 
capabilities  

5

Energy & Natural 
Resources 

TECHNOLOGY, 
MEDIA & 

TELECOM

AGRI



6 IEG Vantage | Agribusiness Intelligence

Barge Situation 
and Outlook
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Barge Fleet Turned Higher in 2018, Anticipate Shrinkage in 2019
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Covered Fleet Age Firming but Remains Young, Jumbo Hopper 
Fleet Aging More So
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Scrap Metal Pricing Does Not Favor Sending Barges to the Scrap 
Heap for Solid Revenue Opportunity
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Commodity Volumes Bottoming, to Regain Ground, 
but Volume by Barge Type Reveals the Full Story
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Covered Barge Volumes Going with the Grain, Lower in 2019, 
Regain on Export Strength in 2020/21 Marketing Year
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Open Barge Movements are a Four Letter Word: Coal and Yet to 
Find Bottom
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Tank Barge Volumes a Mixed Brew, Varying by Barge Type

0

20

40

60

80

0

70

140

210

280
19

70
19

71
19

72
19

73
19

74
19

75
19

76
19

77
19

78
19

79
19

80
19

81
19

82
19

83
19

84
19

85
19

86
19

87
19

88
19

89
19

90
19

91
19

92
19

93
19

94
19

95
19

96
19

97
19

98
19

99
20

00
20

01
20

02
20

03
20

04
20

05
20

06
20

07
20

08
20

09
20

10
20

11
20

12
20

13
20

14
20

15
20

16
20

17
20

18
20

19
20

20

B
ill

io
n 

To
nm

ile
s

M
ill

io
n 

To
ns

Year

Domestic Liquid Barge Traffic
Tank Tons Tank Tonmiles



IEG Vantage | Agribusiness Intelligence14

Covered Barge Fleet Pressure to Firm in late 20202 as Demand 
Rises, Especially on Strong Crop Exports
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Trade Impacts Commodity Flows and Factors as Impacting Barge 
Freight Rates
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Barge Open Fleet more than Adequate, but Needed Shrinkage will 
Tighten Things Up
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Barge Tank Fleet Seemingly Adequate, 
but Varies by Equipment Type
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Segmentation of Waterway Traffic in Pittsburgh – 2017

Segment Share
Ohio River System Coal 65%
Ohio River System Ores & Minerals 13%
Ohio River System Steel 5%
Ohio River System All Other 7%
Mississippi River System Chemicals & Petroleum 4%
Mississippi River System Coal 3%
MississippiRiver System All Other 4%

Source: IHS Markit TRANSEARCH
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Commodities Panel
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