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Accidents in two counties
claim lives of two men

Staff Report

According to a press re-
lease issued from [llinois State
Police (ISP) District 22, at ap-
proximately 5:29 a.m. Friday
July 27, a 2012 Kia Sedan,
driven by Michael D. LaBelle,
45, of Grantsburg, was travel-
ing on New Columbia Road,
west bound, .29 miles west of
Walnut Ridge Road.

The vehicle left the roadway
on the left and struck a wooden
fence with the fronr of the ve-
hicle

LaBelle was struck by a
piece of the fence and pro-
nounced dead at the scene. Au-
theritics say LaBelle was the
sole occupant of the vehicle.

On Friday night, one man
was injured and one killed fol-
lowing a single utility vehicle
(UTV) crash near Glendale.

According to ISP, at approx-
imately 9:40 p.m. emergency
personnel responded to a UTV
crash on Glendale Road, one
mile east of Bull Pen Road in
Pope County.

A 2016 Polaris Ranger side-
by-side was driven by Weston
D. Adams, 28, of Golconda,
who was traveling with passen-
ger Austin Walquist, 22, also of
Golconda.

The UTV was traveling
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westbound on Glendale Road,
when the vehicle ran off the left
shoulder of the roadway. The
vehicle traveled through a shal-
low ditch. striking a tree before
coming to rest.

ISP says passersby spotted
the crashed and went to
a nearby residence to call au-
thorities.

An air ambulance flew Ad-
ams to Deaconess Hospital in
Evansville, where he remains in
very critical condition. Accord-
ing to his family, he remains
sedated on medications and on
a ventilator.

An account has been set up
at Cily National Bank in Me-
tropolis to assist the family
with medical expenses while
Adams is in the hospital. The
family says he is expected to
spend several weeks there.

Walquist was pronounced
deceased on the scene. A friend
of the Walquist family has es-
tablished a GoFundMe account
to help with expenses: hup:/
www.gofundme.com/2ry38-fu-
neral-expenses.

According to ISP, the investi-
galion into the crash continues.
Neither Adams nor Walquist
were wearing seatbeits.

Obituaries for LaBelle and
Walquist can be found on Page
2A.
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Above: Cherylann Easley, left, places aEIIup of home-

made chocolate sauce on Retha Rustin’s, right, bowl of
homemade ice cream on July 26 during the annual St.
John Luthern Ice Cream Social. Below: Mauri Fiorentini is
all smiles as he mans the grill cooking burgers. The pro-
ceeds from his yeat's event will help two local families.

— Michete Longworth | Metropolis Planet

Above: The template construction wol

of the cofferdam.
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rkers used in 1993 to begin constructing the cells

— Photo by Richard Berry

Olmsted Locks & Dam

A look at the history of the largest Army Corps
of Engineers project in the United States

Editor's Note: This is the first
articls in a sertes of four,
Jfocusing on the Obnsted Locks
and Dam profect and the
various aspects involved with
it.

Michele Longworth
Planet Reporter
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Olmsted Locks and Dam has
been described by somu as, “an
engmeering marvel," while oth-
ers. including Kentucky Senator
Rand Paul in 2013 have called it
a “boondoggle.”

Call it what you want, but af-
ter 30 years and six presidential
afmioistrations, the Olmsted
Dam is closer than ever Lo being
completed — and Lhat cannot
come soon enough for the river

! com

industry.

The project dates back to
1988, during the late President
Romald an’s  administra-
tion, when $775 million was
designated through the Water
Resouwrces and Development Act
of 1988 10 create a new lovk and
dam on the Ohio River between
Minoks and Kentocky, Iitially,
when the project was (unded,
ll!’tégnnmhﬂon date was set for
!

When the locks and dam is
complete and operational, the
project could go down in his-
tory as the United Stales Arm
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE)
largest and costliest civil works
project in the history of the
Coms of neers, sturn-
ed with funding of $775 million,
will end with a price tag of over
$3 billlon, but according 1o the
mosl fecent comt estimates, it
will still be under budget.

The Olmsted Dam project
consists of two 110° by 1200°
look chambers adjacent to the
Ilinols bank of the river and a
dam made up af five Tainter
gates, 1400° of boat-operated
wickets and a fixed weir. The
new Olmsted Locks and Dam

Above: A pile driver or vibro hammer is lowered by crane

=

and placed on top of the steel In order to drive it into the
riverbied, a job Richard Berry, of Metropolls knows all about
as he was a pile driver foreman when he first began in
1993, He worked on the Olmsted project for a total of eight

years,

will eliminate Ohio River Locks
and Dam 52 and 53.

The Corps said at lis peak
— aboul threc seasons ago —
there were 675 craftsmen. 100
staff with contractors, S0 Army
Corps staff members involved in
the project. By the time it is op-
eraional, there will have been
about 45 million man hows put
in during the construclion of the
new dam.

According to the Corps,

— Photo by Richard Berry

there have been over (5,000
dives performed without ioci-
dent. In fact, during the entire
project there has been only one
farality in 2012 when a Vienna
man, Robent R. Billingsley, 34,
died at the scene while securing

barges.

Dam 52 is located at Brook-
port and 53 is at Grand Chain,
jusi upstream from the new

See DAM, page 24

County’s unpaid bills mounting, property tax money coming in

By Michele Longworth
Planet Reporter
reporter @metropolisplanet.com

ity funds.

*I think we should live with-
in our means,” said Commis-
sion Chair Jerel Childers, who
seemed reluctant for the com-
missioners to make an inter-fund

With three payrolls in the
month of July, Massac_County

the first of the month.
Farmer suggested since the

tax bills is aiso Friday, Nov. 2,
Although phase ane of the

three payrolls were d, the
commissioners should wait for a
week or two 1o see if some mon-
ey comes in that could be

et

[ process
is still ongoing and phase two
has not even been put out to bid,
asked Farmer if the

B T P

determined some of the frames
for the new windows have been
put in. but the actval new win-
dows have not. Farmer placed
a call to the person overseeing
the Massac County courthouse

arniant nad wac infarmed he and
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Deaths

Austin Walquist

Austin - Walquist, 22,
of Temple Hill, died Fri-
day, July 27, 2018 in Pope
County.

Funeral service will be
held at 1 p.m. Saturday at
Aly Funeral Home in Ed-
dyville with Bro. Kevin
Richerson officiating.

Burial will follow at
Temple Hill Cemetery in
Temple Hill

Visitation will be from
6-9 p.m. Friday at the fu-
neral home.

Bom March 22, 1996
to Matthew Walquist and
Shannon Parr Markus in
Paducah, Mr. Walquist was
a member of Temple Hill

Church and also a member
of UBC Millwrights Local
716 in St. Louis, Missouri,

Survivors include his
mother, Shannon Mar-
cus and husband Keith of
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dam. Both dams were built
in 1929, 89 years ago. At
the time they were con-
structed their life expec-
tancy was for 15 years,

In 1969, a 1200’ long
lock chamber was added to
Dam 52 and in 1979, one
was added to Dam 53. Ac-
cording to the Corps, the

Temple Hill; his father,
Matthew Walquist of Kar-
nak; one sister, Gracie
Marcus of Temple Hill;
one brother, Logan Mar-
cus of Temple Hill; his
grandparents, Jerry Parr
and wife Carol of Temple
Hill, Howard Walquist and
wife Carolyn of Kamak
and Chris Marcus and wife
Susie of Metropolis; two
aunts, Tammy Stevens and
husband Mark of Kentucky
and Melissa Stier and hus-
band David of Springfield;
one uncle, Phillip Walquist
of Belknap; and several
great-aonts,  great-uncles
and cousins.

He was preceded in
death by his sister, Krysten
Walquist; and one uncle,
Kevin Parr.

Memorials may be
made to: FFA, c/o Wade
Swinford, 125 State High-
way 146W., Golconda, IL
62938.

Michael LaBelle

Michael D. LaBelle, 45,
of Grantsburg, died Friday,
July 27, 2018 as a result of
an automobile accident.

Mr. LaBelle was a boil-
ermaker with Local 363, of
Belleville.

Survivors include his
wife, Dawn LaBelle of
Grantsburg; his parents,

Ray and Leslic LaBelle of
Grantsburg; three daugh-
ters, Chassily LaBelle of
Vienna, Haley LaBelle of
Grantsburg and Brittnie
LaBelle of Metropolis;
one son, Michael LaBelle
of Metropolis; two grand-
sons, Breagan McCoy of
Vienna and Chance Lee
LaBelle of Metropolis;
one sister, Lisa Bumham
of Grantsburg; one brother,
Jimmy LaBelle of Grants-
burg; and several nieces
and nephews.

Services will be held at
a later date.

Visitation was held
Tuesday at Aikins-Farmer-
Loftus-McManus Funeral
Homne in Metropolis.

Memorials may be
made to a charity of the
donor’s choice.

Vivian McPeak

Vivian McPeak, 46, of
Metropolis, died Monday,
July 30, 2018.

A memorial service
will be held at 1 p.m. on
Saturday, at Community
of Christ Church, located
at 1309 Commercial Park
Rd. in Metropolis, with
Ivan Woods officiating.

Bom June 22, 1972 in
Paducah, Mrs. McPeak at-
tended the Community of
Christ Church in Metropo-
lis.

Survivors include her
husband, Tony McPeak;
one son, Sam Godman and

wife M two hil-

and Darlene Melcher; one
sister, Monica Whalen and
husband Ricky; one broth-
er, Michael Melcher and
companion Jen Judycki
Schmidt; three grandchil-
dren, Jack Sullivan, Scarlet
Sullivan and Claire God-
man; and several nieces
and nephews.

She was preceded in
death by her grandparents,
Vera and Francis “Dude”
Smith and M.W. and Hazel
Melcher; and one sister-in-
law, Laura Cross Melcher.

Aikins-Farmer-Loftus-
McM Funeral Home

dren, Joseph and Samantha
McPeak; her parents, Don

in Metropolis is in charge

d design of Dams
52 and 53 make it hard to
meet current rive traffic de-
mands without significant
delays.

One of the most signifi-
cant delays came late in the
summer of 2017 with an
eight day closure of Dam
52 because wickets were
down.

The new Olmsted Dam
will have fewer wickets
than Dams 52 and 53, but
the time to raise the wickets
is estimated to take about
24 hours, whereas with the
problematic wickets at the
older dams, the process of
raising and lowering the
dam could take 36 or eve
72 hours.

The two lock chambers
at the new Olmsted Locks
and Dam will be able to
keep barges moving up and
down the river by allowing
tow boats to lock through
simultaneously.

According to USACE,
construction work began
as early as 1993, when the
contract was awarded to
build a cofferdam.

For one former worker
at the dam, he knows ex-
actly when construction
began because the dam
project was why Richard
Bermry moved his family to
Metropolis in 1993. At the
time he first heard about
the Olmsted Dam project
he and his family were liv-
ing in Chio.

Benry said his father
worked for Balfour-Beatty,
the company hired to work
on the first portion of the
dam project. The Olmsted
Dam project was expected
to be a 10 year job, when it
was first announced.

That first phase of con-
struction, Berry said was
to drive the piling for 49
peanuts and 50 cells that
would make up the coffer-
dam for the locks.

The cells are the round
structures that make up the
cofferdam and the “pea-
nuts,” are the half-round
structures used to connect
the cells.

They get their nickname
because when looking
down on them, they look
like peanuts.

When Berry first be-
gan at Olmsted, there was
nothing but water. Typical-
ly when construction work
is done in water a coffer-
dam is built. A cotferdam
is an enclosure built within
or across a body of water
to allow the water to be
pumped out.

That was the case with
Olmsted. The process of
buildi the cofferdam

of art:

Naomi Wittig

Naomi A. Wittig, 90, of
Metropolis, died Tuesday,
July 31, 2018 at Southgate
Nursing and Rehabilitation
Center in Metropolis.

Funeral service will be
held at 3 p.m. on Satur-
day at St. John Lutheran
Church in Metropolis with
Pastor Kent Hollis officiat-
ing.

Burial will follow in the
church cemetery.

Visitation will be held

from | p.m. until the fu-
neral hour Saturday at the
church.

Memorials may be
made to St. John Lutheran

Church’s  Youth Center
fund.
Miller, Loftus, Mec-

Manus Funeral Home of
Metropolis is in charge of
arTangements.

The full announcement
will appear in next week’s
Planet.

took about three to three
and a half years, accord-
ing to Berry, who worked
at different times during
all of the various phases of
construction. His position
while there was mainly as
pile driving foreman.

A template for a peanut
would be placed in the riv-
er and from there workers
would drive the piles one
by one.

Berry said the 190-foot-
long pieces of steel were
the biggest pieces Bethle-
hem Steel has ever rolled.

To place a classified ad, call Planet/Scene Classifieds

Berry described how he
would be in the buckst of a
lift anywhere from 75 to 85
feet in the air with a 190-
foot piece of steel coming
toward him.

The steel beam would
be lowered into the wa-
ter and then with the as-
sistance of a crane, which
would hold the vibro ham-
mer, or sheet pile driver,
overhead, would lower it
over the piling and Berry
would guide it over the pil-
ing and the hammer would
vibrate and in the process
drive the steel into the riv-
erbed.

While the cofferdam
was being built and after it
was constructed, towboat
traffic was routed to the
other side of the river.

After the cofferdam was
up, then the Corps was able
to have the water pumped
out so the engineers could
survey and workers could

to 2009, the dam pre-cast
yard was constructed and
the site was mobilized for
dam work to begin. At that
point, the cost projections
totaled about $1.9 billion.

After the cofferdam
came down, an innova-
tive design of constructing
portions of the dam “in the
wet,” was devised.

This process used a
concrete casting yard that
transported the pieces of
the dam into the river for
placement on the bottom
of the river, without dis-
ruption to the river traffic.

In 2009, shells for the
dam began being fabri-
cated and 2010 marked the
first season of in the wet
dam construction and set-
ting of shells.

Also in 2010 cost es-
timates were re-done and
construction continued.

In 2012 a Post Authori-
z.anon Change Report was

footers,

pour
foundation pile and con-
crete,

Berry said phase two
was taken over by Atkin-
son, Dillingham, Lane
(ADL).

Also during this por-
tion of the construction the
floating guide walls that
were constructed at James
Marine in Paducah and
floated down river to the
dam, were put into place.

Throughout the entire
project, there were numer-
ous obstacles along the
way. Some of the problems
the Olmsted project has
faced include:

¢ Delays in funding and
lack of availability of ap-
propriations

* Low initial budget
proposal for the project by
engineers

= Cost increases of ma-
terial over time

¢ In the wet construc-
tion

»  Cost-reimbursable
contracts

completed, which indi-
cated the project cost esti-
mate reaching $3.1 biltion,
coming after $1.4 bxllmn

five Tainter gates had been
erected.

But, why hold a ribbon
cutting two months before
the dam is operational?

As Louisville District
Commander Col. Antoi-
nette Gant explained,

“We were looking for
the best opportune time
to be able to do it as close
to when we felt we would
be operational as possible.
Selecting and August date
ensured we'd have Con-
gress that would be out of
session

“Olmsted Locks and
Dam will ensure the vi-
ability of this commercial
waterway so  important
to our nation’s economic
security. The project’s
operational  achievement
represents generations of
innovation excellence,
more than 45 miilion labor
hours and stands as an ex-
ample of the benefits pro-
vided from work done by
the Corps on our nation's
critical inland waterways,”
said Gant.

The y will be-

had already been i
into the project.

The Corps says from
2016 through 2018, the
dam construction surged
with 93 percent of the dam
completed.

“It was a good job,”
said Berry, who said he
never thought the dam
would get to this point
— to where it's almost op-
erational. He says on rib-
bon cutting day, he and his
wife, Tracie, will likely be
there to see it in person.

As the rbbon cutting
ceremony for the Olmsted
Locks and Dam approach-
es on Thursday, Aug. 30,

gin at 10 am. at Olmsted
Locks and Dam, located at
567 New Dam Road, Olm-
sted.

The event is open to
the public and will include
a keynote address by the
Assistant Secretary of the
Army for Civil Works,
R.D. James and will fea-
ture the dedication of the
Wicket Lifter Keen and
the first commercial tow
lockage.

Shuttle service to trans-
port attendees to the cer-
emony site location will
be provxded from the des-
d parking locations.

many components of the
dam have been completed.
But, the Corps’ cumrent
schedule for the dam is for
it to be operational in Oc-
tober and to complete the
project, which includes re-
moval of Dams 52 and 53

» Unforeseen engineer- by December 2020.
ing problems _ According to the Corps
e Stretchi of the as of Jan. 31,

USACE budget that took
rmoney to other projects

« Inflation

» Changes to the design
of the project

e Unpredictable river
conditions

Berry has a personal
collection of memorabilia
from his eight years of
employment at the dam,
including a news photo
showing the cofferdam
constructed, but flooded,
Berry recalls the river had
risen so high it was spilling
aver the top of the coffer-
dam and got to the point
where the Corps made the
decision to intentionally
flood the cofferdam, which
set the construction back.

Another significant im-
pact was the inefficient
funding. According to a
chart from USACE, for
nearly 20 years the proj-
ect did not receive enough
funding. It was not un-
til the mid 2000s that the
Olmsted project began re-
ceiving the proper amount
of funding it needed.

The Corps timeline of
events shows in 2004 the
contract for the dam was
awarded and from 2004

2018, all 18 Tainter gate
shetls had been set and all

1
Do you enjoy reading Vesterday’s News?

Do you remember Massac County as it
was yedrs ago, or want lo know what it was like?
Then you’ll enjoy reading Fumily and
Pictorial History of Massuc County, lllinois.
Available at The Metropolis Planet office, 111 E. 5th St.
$45, plus $4 for mailing.

The shuttle loop will run
continuously from 8 to
9:55 a.m. on Aug, 29.

The detailed informa-
don regarding scheduled
events, directionsand park-
ing locations are available
on the Louisville District
website at: https:/www.
Irl.usace.army.mil/Mis-
sions/Civil-Works/Navi-
gation/Locks-and-Dams/
Olmsted-Locks-and-Dam/

are forever thankful.

Lisa und Family

THANK YOU
The family of Edward Cole would like to thank
everyone that brought food, flowers, gifts, fellowship,
and prayers to them as they moumed the loss of this
amazing man. Many thanks to the friends and
neighbors that came and mowed the lawn and offered
their time and hard work in preperation for the wake
and funeral. Randy Cole and Penny Emery, your
heartfelt thoughts, prayers, and words gave comfort
beyond measure as you ministered at the funeral. The
emergency room staff at Massac Memorial Hospital,
yaur hard work, your heartfelt words, and how you
gave love to our family when we needed it the most, we

Wanda, Connie, Ronda,
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The Gerald Majors towboat, operated by Pine Bluff Sa

52 at Brookport with a load of gravel on July 20.

Edilor’s Nate: This is the
second article in a series
of four, ing on the
Olmsted Locks and Dam
project and the varisous
aspects involved with it.

By Linda Kennedy
Planst News Editor

— Michele Longworth | Metropalis Planet

Olmsted Locks & Dam

A closer look at the economic impacts
to the southern lllinois region

riculture, chemical, consimuc-
tion, energy, peuroleum and
stee]. The inland waterways
system provides vasl oppor-
tunities for shippers to move
their producls S-om the farm,
quurry, oil field or industrinl
plint to the world's markets in
the safest, most fuel-efficient,

1 "
@ p COIn

Living in & river town has

s 3

m better places to have s
weekend picnic thun at Doro-
thy Miller Park or Fort Massac
Siare Park — waiching the
barges gnx\ by. But how many
penple have sctually stopped o
think how the Ohio River and
the inlmnd waterways system
of the U.S. support their lives
and drives the

and coumnm:uily viable mun-
ner.

Ar the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers’ Brookpon Dam 52
alome, in 2011, 91 million tons
of goods passed through the
locking system, with a large
percentage being coal and ug-
ricuitural.

River Industry

Brookport Dam 52 was
leted in 1928 and Grand

This region provides a piv-
ol connection between four
major rivers:  Ohip, Missis-
sip?l. Tennessee and the Cume-
berland, More bages  pass
along the riverfronts in Massae
County than any other pince in
America’s inland  navigation

aystem.
According to the Natlonal
Waterways Foundation, bun-

dreds of thousands of American
Johs are created unil sustained
across a variety of industries
as a result of the mansporanon
m the waterways offer.
e industries include ag-

Chain Dam 53 was completed
in 1929, They both had a 15
year design life and — after
almost 90 years — both strue-

Marty Hettel, vice presi-
dent of government affairs for
American Commercial Barge
Line and chairman of Inland
‘Waterways Users Board, stated
al a recent Waterways Counvil
media event in Paducah, “The
imponance of Olmsted Dam
will be reliability. In July 2018
alone, 190 tons of commodi-
ties have been delayed because
of problems at Brookport Dam
52, including the dam shutting
down for three days 1o make
repairs with 51 vessels waiting
until repairs were made.

“Curremly, |3 percentof the
witkets ore ino le at Dain
52, which has been in a fail-
ing stnte for two and one-hall
rem"s. We ane expecling de-
mys ot both Dam 52 and Dam
53 1o vomt ximately $65
million from gumnbe‘r 2017
until September 2018, These
costs are not only from barge
lines but from plants shuiting

tures have deteriorated tr down b products being

dously due 1o current traflic ried by barges were de-

demands on the Ohio River. layed.” added Heitel. “Delays
“The antiguated design and  that sometime lead 1o layoff of

age of these loyees ot these plants.”

ing significant delays for the  Delays a1 Brookport and

barge Tine industries.” stated & Grand Chain are also causing a

press release from the Corps.
“Existing wicket dams have
missing sections and wickels
that will not raise, making il
very difficult to mainiain pool
during low waler,”

bigger prablem because barge
lines have tight schedules lo
meet. Matt Rickens, president
anid CEO of Crounse Corp. of

See DAM, puge 5A

Families invited to
free Last Splash event

By Linda Kennedy
Planet News Editor
news@metropolisplanet.com

The City of Metropolis and
the Metropolis Police Depart-
ment (MPD) are wanting to end
the summer in a splash with the
third annual Last Splash event,
set trom 1-5 p.m. Sunday at the
Metropolis City Pool, located
at 312 E. Fourth St.

As part of the police de-
partment’s ‘SAFE' — Speuial
Activities Fun and Education
— fund, officers have been pro-
viding extra projects to keep
kids entertained this summer,
from the bicycle rodeo at Me-
tropolis Elementary School in
May to the Pool Pass Sponsor-
ship program throughout the
summer,

The Last Splash will feature
free admission to the city pool
and free food on the last pool
day of the season.

Bear on the Air Shane Park-
er will be on site grilling ham-
burgers and hot dogs. Chips,
drinks and popsicles will also
be provided.

But the fun doesn’t stop on

Sunday.

The most popular and larg-
est event the MPD sponsors
is the popular Trunk or Treat.
which is held at Fort Massac
State Park in Oclober and draws
thousands of trick-or-treaters.

And, the department’s van
will be heading out to the
schools this fall as part of the
Stuff the Van program. All food
or monetary donations to the
Stuff the Van are given to the
Weekend Blessings program,
which is operated through First
United Methodist Church and
aimed at providing meals to
children in the community.

Donations of food or money
may also be dropped off at the
police station, located at 1020
Broadway, throughout the year.

Any individual or civic or-
ganization wanting to imake a
donation to help the police de-
partment help provide activiries
for the youth in the community
may bring cash or checks to the
police department during busi-
ness hours. Individuals should
note on the donation if they
want it to be designated for the
SAFE fund account.

Gearing up for school

Employees of Harrah's Metropolis, along with other lo-
cal businesses and organizations, once again distributed
school supplies to area students on Friday at the Metrop-
olis Community Center. Dental Safari Company, a mobile
dentistry company, provided on site dental exams, clean-
ings, fluoride treatments and sealants, and local hair styl-
ists were donating free haircuts. Almost 500 were in atten-

dance.

—Linda Kennedy| Metropolls Planet

Shimkus tours progress at Massac Theatre

By Michele Longworth
Planet Reporter
reporter@metropolisplanet.com

Congressman John Shimkus
got a first-hand look at the prog-
ress that has been made al the
former Massac Theatre building
Tuesday, Aug. 7. Lisa Gower,
president of Save the Massac
Theatre (STM) organization be-
gan Shimkus’ tour in Metropolis
Mayor Billy McDaniel's office,
where she had many photos of

when STM revealed its grand
plan and the architectural floor
plan designs done by Borgog-
noni Architects,

Their goal is to fully renovate
the Massac featuring a work-
ing stage and a movie screen.
Changes include a green room,
which can be used for private/
public parties, an elevator to
make the balcony handicap ac-
cessible, male and female dress-
ings rooms, bathrooms upstairs
and downstairs, and a state of
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Paducah, stated, “We pri-
marily ship coal. It is es-
timated that 150 million
tons of coal is used through
the U.S. each year, with an
estimated 110 million tons
of coal being moved on the
rivers. With delays such as
these we have experienced
at Dam 52, it is hard to
meet an ocean-going ship-
per who is carrying the
coal overseas in a timely
matter.’

“Inefficiency is a killer
far us, and the replacement
of Dams 52 and 53 will
hopefully stop the delays.”
Dan Mecklenborg, senior
vice president and chief
legal officer of Ingram
Barge Co., headquartered
in Nashville, Tennessee
explained.

“On a good day, it takes
one hour to lock through
Dam 52. It takes one and
one-half hours to lock

through Dam 53. Once
Olmsted is operational, it
will take only 30 minules.
Agricultural, chemical and
the manufacturing indus-
iry is seeking the reliabil-
ity that the barge industry
can provide once the dam
is complete with no ex-
pected delays.”

Locally, these delays
have hurt the bottom line
at Big John Supermarket
in Metropolis.

Big John once provided
grocery needs to MidSouth
Towing and TECO Barge
Line, which were located
in Metropolis, before they
were sold to Ingram Barge
Line.

“Up to just a eight
years ago, MidSouth Tow-
ing generated 5 percent of
their overall sales for the
past 20 years,” said Mike
Pool, Big John owner,
“However, due to mergers

Carrying the Load

One Barge Tow Carries the Load of
Hundreds of Rail Cars and More Than

a Thousand Trucks

Dna 5-Harge fow
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and Ingram moving their
vessels to the south and
not using the Ohio due
to delays at the locks and
dams, we haven’t placed
an order for them in eight
months to a year.”

Pool hopes with the
opening of Olmsted Dam,
rver traffic will increase
along the Ohio, and barge
companies will be contact-
ing the store for their gro-
cery needs.

With completion of
Olmsted Dam this year,
over a half-million inland
waterway system-related
jobs will not be in jeopar-
dy, and, in fact, according
to the National Waterways
Foundation, more jobs are
expected. “Nationally, the
economic impact of expe-
diting construction to com-
plete a group of Congres-
sionally-authorized lock
modemization projects in
10 years versus the current
estimate of over 20 years
would be the creation of
15,000 new jobs with an
annual economic return of

3800 million.”
Olmsted Construction
When the Olmsted

Locks and Dam project
was authorized in the
Water Resources Devel-
opment Act of 1988, the
region was buzzing with
exciternent with the prom-
ise of well-paying con-
struction jobs coming to
the region. And, for the
most part, the prediction
was right.

Congress  authorized
the project for a cost of
$775 million and a com-
pletion date of 2013. It
was later reassessed with
a total completion date of
2026 and a cost of $3.1
billion.

However, at a media
tour provided by the Corps
on July 25, US. Army
Col. Antoinette Gant. dis-
trict commander for U.S.
Corps of Engineers Lou-
isville District, stated the
project was “under budget
and ahead of schedule.”

Olmsted Darn is sched-
uled to open by October,
with the possibility of Dam
52 and 53 being removed
as early as next year, under
budget by $325 million.

“This is the most impor-
tant project in the nation
right now,” slated Gant.
“It is truly a partnership to
get this project done, with
construction  intensified
over the last five years to
get the dam completed.”

But from 1988 until
2013, the project came

more and more compli-
cated, due to change in
construction design and
funding.

Mick Awbrey, Army
Corps deputy chief for the
Olmsted division, said,
“It was decided in the late
1990s to do ‘wet or in-the-
wet' construction, which
was an innovative method
of constructing a dam be-
cause of minimal impact
to the river. This process
was the preferred design
instead of a cofferdam
method, which could cause
problems with dangerous
water levels for barge traf-
fic along the river.”

Similar to  Legos,
Awbrey explained, wet
construction meant con-
structing massive concrete
building components or
shells and lowering them
into place in the Ohio
River, using GPS and so-
nar o place them within a
quarter of an inch of their
target location, 30-feet
into the Ohio River. For-
ty-three shells were built,
Laking six to eight months
to build. They weigh be-
tween 400 and 500 tons.

“This new innovative
method of constructing
a dam in the wet is what
increased the price of the
dam,” said Awbrey. “We
tried to be transparent with
everything we did. We re-
alized the funding stream
of a 50-50 split from the
General Treasury and the
Inland Waterways Trust
Fund that Congress had
approved for the project
was not adequate and very
limited. The split was later
changed to 75-25 in 2014
only, and later to 85-15.
which opened up the fund-
ing ability to greatly accel-
erate the project.”

The acceleration of the
project brought more and
more jobs to Olmsted.
“At its peak, the project
employed 675 local union
craftsman, 100 adminis-
trative staff and 50 Corps
of Engineers members,”
Kevin McLaughtin, senior
project director for Olm-
sted contractor AECOM,
said. “And, safety has al-
ways been the top property
from Day One. Currently,
the project has 11 safety
professionals on-site dur-
ing the day shift, with sev-
en on staff at night”

Sadly, with a project
this large, one fatality was
teported in 2012, A news
release issued by the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers
on June 2, 2012, stated
Robert R, Billingsley, 54,

of Vienna, was securing
barges on Friday, June 1
when he died at the scene
at about 1:35 p.m. Bill-
ingsley was working con-
struction on the project.
AccordingtoMcLaugh-
tin, employees use a “bud-
dy system” and each one
has a GPS tracking moni-
tor on them if a worker is
notified as missing.

Agriculture Industry

Tammie Obermark,
manager of the Massac
County Farm Bureau, and
Rollo Bumett, a Massac
County farmer, both agree
they are excited to hear the
completion is near for Ol-
msted Dam, but with the
promise of no delays along
the Ohio River may come
at a cost to local farmers.

“Our concern is the
new low water level,” said
Obermark. “We have been
told the new leve! will hit
the base of the concrete at
the Fort Massac historic
site.

“If that is so, we are
concerned the pool will
now back into tributaries
and, if we experience flash
floods like those that have
occurred in the area over
these past few weeks, how
fast will our fields drain
and dry out for our farm-
ers,” questioned Ober-
mark.

Burnett, who farms
5500 total acres, with
1500 of those acres being
low-lying farmland, shares
Obermark’s concemns.

“The completion of
the dam is certainly a plus
for the river industry and
will be a greal thing to get
commodities down the riv-
er, [ just hope it [Olmsted
Dam)] does not ftail. I feel
the completion of Olmsted
Dam and the removal of
Dam 52 and 53 is going
to have a negative impact
on agriculture production
in the region,” Burnett
stated.

A former commissioner
for the Cache River Drain-
age District, Bumnett feels
area farmers who farm
in low-lying areas and
who are members of the
drainage district, will be
impacted on the new low
water levels due to restric-
tions in the water flow.
“By this increase in the
pool, farmland along U.S.
45 near Mermet to the
Reevesville/Big Bay area,
which is part of the Cache
River Watershed, will be
more prone to Hooding
following flash floods be-
cause the waters will not

County building permits announced

Staff Report

Gary Hamm, Massac
County Supervisor of As-
sessment, recently released
July’s building permits.

They are:

¢ July 16 — Marvin
Riepe of Midway Road

for the purpose of a 48x22
grain bin.

* July 23 — Carl and
Louis Blanchard of 4061
Joppa Bypass for the pur-
pose of pole barn with
concrete.

« July 25 — Adam Le-
shoo of Boaz Road for the
purpose of pole bam with

concrete.,

* July 26 — Rick Wad-
dell of 3220 Driftwood
for the purpose of a pole
barn,

» July 31 — Billy Nei-
hotf of 26 Neihoff Lane
for the purpose of pole
barmn.

Office of the Recorder for Massac County, Illinois

NOTICE OF SALE

Of Property Owned by the City of Metropolis

And Invitation to Bid Thereon

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT the City Council of the City of Metropolis will receive sealed bids for the
purchase, under the successful bid, of the tee simple interest in the following real property: Lot A of Block 7 of
McBane's Addition to the City of Metropolis, Tllinois per Plat recorded on May 21, 2018 at Hanger 590 in the
(commonly known as 181! and 1815 Baynes Street,
Metropalis, Illinois). PIN 08-02-207-006 and 08-02-207-007, which property is generally located in the at 1§11
and 1815 Baynes in the City of Melropolis and is currently improved with a single-family residence,

Bids for the purchase of the aforesaid interest in the above-described property are hereby invited and will be
received by the City Clerk at 106 West 5th Street, Metropolis, Illinois between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 3:30
p.m. until August 27, 2018, at 3:30 o’clock P.M.; the date for Lhe opening of bids. Said bids shall be addressed
tor ity of Matranalic Attn- Tan Adame ity Clork 108 W Sth Streat. Matranalic, TT. #2960

be able to drain as fast
from the farm land, caus-
ing more crop damage.”

Ken Lamkin, chief of
the hydrology and hy-
draulic design section for
the Louisville Regional
District of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, feels
the levels will have mini-
mal impact to the Metropo-
lis dverfront.

“When flows get low
encugh in the Ohio River,
normally Brookport Dam
52 is raised first to main-
tain minimum water eleva-
tion 302 upstream of that
dam. If flows continue to
decrease, the dam at Grand
Chain Dam 53 is raised in
order to maintain a mini-
mum water level of 290
between Dams 53 and 52,”
explained Lamkin. “The
process works in reverse
such that when flows are
sufficient to sustain or ex-
ceed Lhe elevations above,
the respective dams are
lowered to facilitate navi-
gation on the river, avoid-
ing delays associated with
using the locks to get past

dam.

e X

“The difference you
will notice at Metropolis
once Olmsted Lock and
Dam is fully operational is
that river levels will not be
allowed to fall to the mini-
mum level maintained by
Grand Chain Dam 53 dur-
ing very low flows. The
new dam at Olmsted will
be raised to prevent water
levels from dropping be-
low elevation 300 at Pa-
ducah and elevation 302
immediately downstream
of Smithland Lock and
Dam.

“As Metropolis is very
close to Paducah, it should
be expected that during
low flows when the dam
at Olmsted is in the raised
position, the minimum
water level will be only
be slightly lower than the
minimuin target elevation
of 300 at Paducah, and not
be allowed to drop to the
290 elevalion previously
maintained by Dam 53,
added Lamkin.

Business owners and
farmers alike will be eye-
ing the riverfront over the
next |2 to 24 months to
see if the new Olmsted
Dam has been a blessing
-— bringing in more jobs
and heavier traffic along
the Ohio River; or a curse
destroying  valuable

farmland in southemmost
Iilinois.
Only time will tell.

HUGHES MARKET
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Motion granted for special
prosecutor for Williams-Watson

ByMichele Longworth
Planet Reporter
reporter@metropolisplanet.
com

Felicia Williams-Watson ap-
peared in Massac Circuit Court
Tuesday moming and when her
cue was called, Judge Joseph
Leberman, noted the case was

not currendy on a jury docket

Patrick Windhorst, Massac
County State’s Altorney, in-
formed the court the state has
filed a motion requesting a spe-
chul prosecutor.

fn a statement released by
Windhorsts® office, he says Wil-

See MOTION, page 6A

One person dead following
crash south of Joppa Road

Press Release

At approximately 7:15 a.m.
on Sunday Aug. 12, a two-ve-
hicle head-on fatality crash
occurred on U.S. 45 one mile
south of Joppa Road in Massac
Counly, according (o Illinois
State Police.

Unit one, a 2002 Dodge pick-
up was traveling southbound on
US. 45 in the wrong lane and
struck unit two, a 2017 Dodge
pickup towing a cargo trailer

head-on, which was traveling
northbound.

The driver of unit one, Katie
Fomey, 22, of Metropolis was
prounounced deceased and the
driver of unit two and one pas-
senger were transported to an
area hospital,

According to ISP, the cause
of the accident is because of im-
proper lane usage and an investi-
gation continues.All subjects are
presumed innocent until proven
guilty in a court of law.

Sit and relax )

TheHope Light Foundation purchased benches for the Hope
Light Lighthouse, and they were installed by the City of Me-
tropolis last month.“We feel they will make the site more ap-
pealing in the beautiful Dorothy Miller Park, where visitors
can rest-and relax in a peaceful park setting while watching
the river traffic, the working tugboats, the beautiful sunsets
while enjoying the 1iﬁhthou5e environment and reflect-

Ing on the "Hope Lig

cancer,” said Rudy Bess, founding director of The

t's” true purpose in the ﬁ?-lht against

ope Light

Foundation. Bess says bricks that lay at the base of the light-
house are still available for purchase to honor someone who
has fought cancer and survived or in memory of someone
who has lost their battle. For more information, contact Bess
by phone at 314-323-3626, via email at coastallt@sbcglobal.
net or visit www.hopelightproject.com.

— Photo submitted
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Three of the six houses located at Dam 52 in Brookport

Olmsted Locks & Dam

Two dams have been a bottleneck to
busiest river for waterway travel

By Areia Hathcock
Planet General Manager

trop

com

There is no doubt the Unil-
ed Sutes Army Corps of En-
gineers (USACE) Locks and
Dam 52 located in Brookport
and Locks and Dam 53 locat-
ed in Grand Chaib have been
a major component of the his-
tory of the Chio River and all
inland waterway navigaton.
The Locks and Dams have
also been a staple in the land-
scapes of two southern Illinots
towns for almost 90 years.

That landscape will change
though by the end of 2019
when Lhe dams are dismantled
after Olmsted Lovks and Dain
down river from Dam 53 be-
comes operational this Oclo-
ber.

The dams were completed
in 1928 and 1929 with a lifes-
pan of 15 years after being au-
thorized under the provisions
of the Rivers and [farbors Act
of March 3, 1909 and subse-
?ue.mActs of June 25 and July

8, 1918. Eighty-nine years
later, they arc being held to-
gether by pieces and the aged.
wooden wickets passed their
tenure years ago. The instabil-
ity of the dams can cause barge
wraffic to back up on each side
of the river for up to a weck
which results in millions of
lost dollars in revenuc each
year for several indusuies,

According to a public in-
formation  brachure  about

St. John'’s Church celebrating
125th anniversary Saturday

“That dam is a work
pit. You have to
constantly stay on it.
That's the only way
to keep it going.”

Ron Hall
Retired Lockmaster
Locks and Dams 52 & 53

navigating the lower Ohio
river distributed in 1978 by
USACE, the Corps took Lhe
responsibility of clearing the
rver by the last quarter of
the 19th century to facilitate
the steamboat nver traffie, It
quickly became apparent more
than clearing brush would
have to be done when the in-
troduction of tows came at the
wm of the cenlury resulting
in the creation of Locks and
Dams 52 and 53

By the end of 1929, 46
locks and dams were built on
the Ohio River from Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania to Cairo.
The locks at Brookport and
Grand Chain were a single
110 feet wide by 600 feet long
This brought relief to river
traffic upstream, but, again,
not for long when the Ameri-
can Barge Line in Louisville
began operations with 50 steel
barges and three diesel tow-
boats moving twice the load
as the steamn powered ones.

The Corps then began plan-

aing a modemnization plan to
add 19 new 100 foot wide by
1200 foot long w replace the
collapsible dams that served
as navigation passes. Again,
the Corps began the project
in Pittsburgh working it's way
downsiream and, in the lale
1960s, Lock and Dam 52 was
considered the most serious
botdeneck 1o navigation on
the river. Because water levels
were low between Dams 52
and 53, Dam 53 did not have
to be 1aised often so waffic
congestion wasn't a problem
at that time.

The new lock at Locks
and Dam 52 was completed
in late 1969. By the early
19705, Locks and Dam 53 be-
gan experiencing the conges-
Lion problems afier traffic was
moving ftasier from Dam 52,
A new lock was completed at
Dam 53 in 1979

Al Wat time, according (o
the USACE brochure, "foture
advances in navigation will be
severely limited if these fa-
cilities are not improved. The
locks can not be operated as
cfficienily as other Ohie River
locks, require more mainte-
nance and are more susceptible
to damage from accidents.”

That  maintenance  and
damage has conlinued to pres-
ent day as the region awaily
the opening of the Olmsted
Locks and Dam. In October
1977, the Louisville District
of USACE completed an in-

See DAM, page 5A

Press Release Henry Kipp, Chairman; William
Eckenberg; Louis Moller; Conrad
Schaffer; and Frank Homtrop. A
50th anniversary program of the
history of the church also listed:
William Brugger, Herman Busclas,
Louis Moller and Henry Kipp, car-
penter.

The first service in the new
church was on Dec. 10, 1893.

During the early years, a white
frame schoolhouse was constrict-

Chapel. Rev. Westerman of Zion
Evangelical Church near Round
Knob was invited to address the
assembly on the subject of build-
ing a church; however, nothing
much resuited from this meeting.
A second meeting was called
some lime later at Central School.
At this meeting it was decided that
a church building should be built.
After several other meetings, the
nlans and Incation were apveed

St. John's Church, located at
6201 Waldo Church Rd., will cel-
ebrate its 125" anniversary on Sat-
urday.

Attendees are asked to bring a
covered dish and a lawn chair.

Games will begin at 4 p.m., with
the meal served at 5 p.m, Carriage
rides will be offered as well as a
time of reminiscing.
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Commissioners, Kovacs discuss transition of internet, phone service

By Michele Longworth
Planet Reporter
reporter@metropolisplanet.
com

Massac County Com-
missioners  heard from
DIJK Link Owner Ken Ko-
vacs, who explained the
county's Internet service
is quite complex, with six
connections, in addition to
the phone service.

At last week's meeting
the county had received a

bill from DJK Link, which
had a note from Kovacs
stating he would cease op-
eration of his business at
the end of September.

Commissioner Jayson
Farmer said the county
is already getting quotes
from Frontier and Com-
cast,

Farmer said he had a
meeting scheduled with
Comcast to discuss the
county’s needs.

“We're actively trying

to look at the options,”
said Farmer, who said
things are more difficult
at the present time with
the county utilizing two
buildings.

Farmer said he or the
other commissioners may
have to call him to ask
questions, and Kovacs
said he would be around
to assist in the ransition.

In other business:

+ The commissioners
held a 20-minute closed

session with Massac
County State’s Attorney
Patrick Windhorst to dis-

Zone applicants will desig-
nate one member who will
serve a three-year term,

er discussed with Massac
County Highway Engineer
Joe Matesevac a complaint
ofa of 6152 Kom-

cuss pending litigation. and all four will
e The issioners work together to appoi
appointed Board Chair a fifth person to the DZO,
man Jerel Childers to the which is required to meet
Designated Zone Organi- once per quarter.
zation (DZO). * Massac County Trea-
The DZO will be an surer Dana Angelly re-
advisory board for the En- ported the county’s gen-
terprise Zone Administra- eral fund balance — after

tor Chad Murray visited
the board last week say-
ing each of the Enterprize

apayroil of $114,614 — is
$13,417.
« Commissioner Farm-

mer Road conceming the
gravel on the road being
washboarded.

Farmer asked if the
highway department coutd
grade the roed.

e And, the commis-
sioners approved a motion
re-appointing Steve Korte
the Cache River Drainage
Board.

DAM

Contlnued from front

vestigation of major reha-
bilitation of the structures
outlining certain items
that should be completed
immediately.

Several options were
presented including the
creation of two new dams
at 52 and 53; the creation
of a new dam at Mound:

ities transported through
the lock were chemicals,
petroleun  and  grains,
This is the second highest
amount of commodities to
lock through on the inland
waterway in the nation.

Lock and Dam 53
Chermical h

City or Joppa and removal
of 52 and 53; removing
daras 52 and 53 and leav-
ing the river open from
Smithland, Kentucky to
Cairo and dredging the
river; or rehabilitating the

existing dams.
Ultimately the
USACE's decision was

to create a new dam at
Olmsted and approval by
Congress was given in
1988. Construction began
in 1995.

Lock and Dam 52

The average tow delay
to lock through is three
hours, 39 minutes and 55
seconds. But when the
dam is closed to traffic
due to mechanical failures
at the dam, the wait to
lock through can be much
longer.

According  to  the
USACE website, average
amount of commodities
between 2012 and 2016
that locked through Dam
52 was 65.55 million tons,
valued at $24.367 trillion.

The top three commod-

P
and grain are also the top
three commodities trans-
ported through the lock at
a value of $24.278 trillion
and 59.315 million tons
between 2012 and 2016,

The average delay to
lock through Dam 53 is
three hours, 12 minutes
and 49 seconds.

Prior to 2012, the larg-
est amount of commodity
locking through the dams
was coal.

Design of Dam 52

Both dams are made of
wooden wickets which are
lowered to the bottom of
the river during high wa-
ter. When river waters are
lower, the wickets at Dam
52 are raised to pool the
water between Brookport
and the Smithland Locks
and Dam.

Raising the wickets
can take 18 to 24 hours,
according to retired Lock-
master Ron Hall, which,
again, causes delays to
the river traffic. Hall, who
retired from the Corps in
2005 served as lockmaster

at Dam 53 from 1990 until
1999 when he then moved
to Darn 52 until his retire-
ment.

A crew raises the wick-
ets by boarding a steam
powered maneuver boat
with a crane specifically
designed for lifting the
dam, The boat is con-
nected to the lock wall by
a wire controlled by op-
erators who keep the crew
safe from being swept
over the dam.

Of the 487 wickets that
must be raised at Dam 52,
312 are pass wickets that
can be raised and lowered
all at once using hydrau-
lics.

The remaining 175
wickets must be raised
manually using a 23-foot
steel rod similar to a cro-
chet needle and mate the
hook-end with the wicket
eye — all while fighting
the swift current of the
Ohio River. When it is
pulled up the river current
locks it into place.

“That dam is a work
pit,”" said Hall. “You have
to constantly stay on it.
That's the only way to
keep it going.” The dam is
raised an average of six to
eight times per yer, some-
times more depending on
the water level.

“You have to constant-
ly be watching the river
and the levels and not just

the Ohio but the Kentucky
River, Kentucky Lake and
Barkley Lake,” Hall said.

After the dam is suc-
cessfully raised, trained
divers must dive down to
assess and repair the weak
areas on the wom-out
wickets. The average life
of a wicket is 15-20 years
and usually 20 new wick-
ets are replaced each year.

According to Hall, on
days when the dam isn't
being raised dives are tak-
ing place daily to check on
the condition of the wick-
els.

Even with replace-
ments though, there have
been closures of the dam
recently. Just last year, in
2017, there were two sig-
nificant closures.

From Sept. 6-14, the
navigation pass was closed
to traffic while the person-
nel raised the wickets.
During the raising, crew
members found a five-
wicket hole which could
not be raised.

According to the
USACE, the velocity of
the current was too much
and crews had to wait until
water elevations fell.

The second closure was
from Oct. 8-14. Due to the
rise in the river, the wicket
dam was over topped and
the maximum locking el-
evation was reached.

At one point the queue

to dock through was 51
towboats and vessels car-
rying 564 barges. Lock-
ing operations were able
to resume once elevations
dropped on Oct. 14,

Another piece of the
landscape near the dams
are the houses which
served as homes to em-
ployees. According to
USACE, when the locks
were originally built, the
lockmasters and assistants
lived on the reservation
or nearby 1o be close by
to work with the wickets
during river changes.

According to From
the Falls City Engineers:
a History of the Louis-
ville District, Corps of
Engineers, United States
Army, 1970-1983, “In
the older days, we had to
keep closer tabs on the
dam and the crew had to
work together to put it up
or down,” recalled Peter
English, who had helped
build Lock 46 at Owens-
boro in 1924 and who had
relired as its lockmaster in
1973. “Men off duty had
to let us know where they
could be reached in case
we needed them,” he said,
adding, “When there were
h inthe i

six houses, one of which
serves as the administra-
tive offices.

According to  the
Corps, the cottages and
houses were constructed
between 1924 to 1928
for use as residences for
the lockmasters and their
assistants. Currently the
houses are unutilized.

“The last family moved
out in 1992, said Hall.
“My family lived in one
of the brick houses until
1990,

“T loved my job,” he
continued, “People think
I'm crazy, but [ loved my
job. I did the best I could
at keeping the dam in good
shape and sometimes my
family took a backseat.”

A ribbon cutting for the
new Olmsted Locks and
Dams will be held Thurs-
day, Aug. 30 at 10 a.m.

The event is open to the
public.

Shuttle service to trans-
port attendees to the cere-
mony site location will be
provided form designated
parking locations.

The shuttle loop will
run continuously from 8
to 9:55 a.m.

According to Col. An-
i Gant with the Lou-

ges in
of the pool we had to raise
or lower the wickets in a
matter of a few hours.”
At Locks and Dam 52
at Brookport, there are
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isville District, Dams 52
and 53 will be dismantled
over time, piece by piece,
keeping the environment
in mind.
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A drawing from a United States Army Corps of Engineers brachure in 1978 shows active and proposed locks and dams aleng the lower Ohio River.

Turn your unused garage

into a money-maker!
The city of Metropolis has passed
an ordinance to
remove junk cars from the city.

However some of these junk cars may
be diamonds in the roueh with owners

City of Brookport
City Hall
7704 South US 45 Rd

The Contractor to whom an Award shall be made p

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Brookport, Illineis 62910

Sealed BIDS for the construction of Lining of Existing Culvert Pipe will be received by the City of Brookport
at the office of the City of Brookport, 7704 South US 45 Rd, Brookport, IL 62910 until September 17, 2018,
2:00 p.m. (Local Prevailing Time) and then at said office publicly opened and read aloud.

to this pr

shall be subject to all applica-




In This Issue: Home Improvement, 1-6B; County Board, 3A; Brookport City Council, 6A

METROPO

Vol. 154 No. 35

Serving Massac County, lllinois since 1865

POSTAL
CUSTOMER

$1.25

The Siebert's rendering of the south side sidewalk of the Super Museum and Gift Store.
— Photo submitted

Super Museum owners planning
a‘super’ facelift to the sidewalks

By Areia Hatheock

Planet General Manager
ahathcock@metropolisplanet.
com

Revitalization on  Market
Street is still evident on a daily
basis, and it will continue with
the Super Museum locatedat 517
Market St. in Metropolis. Adam
and Morgan Siebert, owners of
the Super Museum, are helping
pave the way with a new fook to
the sidewalks on the north and
south sides of their building.

Alffectionately called the
Ham “Brick" Project after Mor-
gan's father, Jim Hambrick, who
founded the Super Museum and
Gift Store, orders for personal-
ized red sidewalk bricks are now
being taken.

In the spring the Sieberts split

the gift store and the museum,
naming the museum a 501(x)3
organization named the Super
Museum Historical Foundation.
“The purpose of the foundation
is the preservaton and restora-
tion of the artifacts and building
50 we can continue for years to
come,” said Morgan.

That restoration includes ex-
panding the museum area onto
the second floor of the building.
The first room to be renovated
and restored needs a total over-
haul including new electrical,
flooring, ceiling and central heat
and air. The Sieberts estimate the
price tag to be between $30,000-
$40,000 which is where the
personalized bricks come into
play to raise the funds that are
needed.

The second portion of the

upstairs to renovate will be a
smaller room specifically for
Perry White's office. White is
the fictional publisher of the
Daily Planet in the Superman
movies. There is also an old
freight elevator original to the
building built in 1940 they plan
to restore.

Restoration to the existing
museum will include new elec-
trical, flooring and central heat
and air as well as pulting all col-
lections behind a display.

“*We also want to add interac-
tive monitors,” Morgan said. We
want to make it educational. We
want to be more than a roadside
attraction.”

The Sierberts are continu-
ously redesigning the displays to

See SUPER, page 5A

Olmsted
Locks & Dam

What will the future hold?

By Michele Longworth
Planet Reporter
reporter@metropolisplanet.
com

Although no one can pre-
dict what the future will hold
once Olmsted Locks and Dam
is operational, the fulure ap-
pears Lo be brighter tor Amer-
ica’s inland waterways. Soon
Olmsted will ide 3 more
reliuble experience for w-
boats traveling up and down-
stream on the Ohio River. But,
its completion just msans Lhat
it is the beginning in modemn-
izing more locks and dams.

There are 12000 miles of
commercially navigable wa-
terways that move commerce
to and from 38 states, Olmsied
Locks and Dam is a crucial
point on the mband waterwiys
and has been the Waterwa
Couneil’s number one mod-
emization project,

Fulure of the inland
waterways

The opening of Olmsted Lo
raffic will complete The Wa-
terway Council's number one
modernization priority project
but nor it's mission. “We seek
a fully modemized inland wa-
terwiys tion system
and  have more  projects
wuthorized by Congress 1o
achieve that goal,” said Mike
Toobey,” Waterways Council,
Inc. president and CEO.

Four are under construc-
tion — Kentucky Lock, Lower
Monongahela Locks, Chicka-
mauga Lock and LaGrange

Lock. “The fest await con-
struction funding by the Con-

ress, and Waterways Coungil
ne. will continve 10 advocale
for that outcome.”

According 1o Toohey, in
the Water Resources Reform
and Development Act of 2014,
Congress adopted a bi-partisan
recommendation from then
Representative Ed  Whitfield
of Kentucky and Ro nii-
tive Cheri Bustos of Illinols.
known as the WAVE AcL

“That initiative included
criteria to rank the authorized
priorily projects based np)cn
risk of failure and value of the
praject to the mu:nn. Thus, the
next highest priority project
is the g!,uw Mﬂnunsnhfl;a

roject, followed by Kentucky
took. Chickamnugn Lock
and the LaGrange Lock.” snid
Toohey.

According w the Witerways
Council Ing., barges are ideal
for hauling bulk commoditics
and moving oversized or over-
weight equipment including:

* Coal

» Iron & Sieel

* Chemicals

« Petroleum

* Grain

= Aggregates

* Project Cargoes

* Intermodal Containers

According o information
from the Waterways Council
lnc., barges can move one ton
of cargo 647 miles on a single
gallon of fuel.

See DAM, page 5A

Drug Coalition holds annual meeting

By Michele Longworth
Planet Reporter
reporter@metropolisplanet.com

During  Tuesday  evening’s
Massac County Drug Awareness
Coalition (MCDAC) annual meet-
ing, the crowd in attendance learned
MCDAC runs 100 percent on volun-
teers, and there is 2 need for more
to fight against drug use in the com-
munity.

Executive Director Holly Wind-
horst explained MCDAC  was
formed in 2012 and is continually
evolving.

Windhorst recapped MCDAC's
activities for the previous year. The

organization partnered with Massac
County Sheriff's Department for the
prescription drug take back day and
last November, a town hall meet-
ing on opioids was held. After the
town hall meeting about 80 people
received NARCAN training.

MCDAC held a Truth and Conse-
quences event in May at Massac Ju-
nior High School, which Windhorst
said was successful, and the group
intends to make it a yearly event.

Sabrina Beck, MCDAC execu-
tive board member, explained dur-
ing Red Ribbon Week in October,
educational packets are taken to the
schools and a brief. daily lesson is
held.

According to Beck, there are usu-
ally speakers from Center Point Re-
covery Center in Paducah who come
to speak to the high school students
during that week.

MCDAC Executive Board Mem-
ber and founder Natalie Quint spoke
briefly about the Harrah's School

See DRUG, page 5A

Peggy Meadows addresses the

Massac County Drug Aware-

ness Coalition board members

at the coalition’s annual meet-
ing Tuesday.

— Michele Longwaorth |
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J-MG School Board addresses school bus issues

» Tentative budget
is announced

By Linda Kennedy
Planet News Editor
onolion]

com

The majority of Monday
night’s board meeting of Joppa-
Maple Grove School District
was the discussion of what went
wrong on the first day of school
and what improvements have
been made or need to be made
for the betterment of the stu-
dents.

“The board followed the suggestion of
Durham Bus Service to reduce the number
of buses to three, but if this is not working out,
we will go back to a fourth bus.”

Stacey Reames
President, Joppa-Maple Grove School Board

ent of three Joppa students, ad-
dressed several issues during the
public comment session of the
meeting.

“l have several concemns

to the bus routes,” said Willen-
borg. “It just seems there was
no forethought before the school
year started, from not having
staff here belfoge 8 am. V{heﬂ

who to contacl concemning prob-
lemns with the buses.

“I understand you have re-
duced the number of buses from
four to three, but having a Pre-
K student on the bus for over an
hour is just too much,” added
Willenborg.

Board  President  Stacey
Reames addressed Willenborg
concerns, stating, “We flip-
fiopped end of school times
at Maple Grove and the high
school, with elementary studenls
being picked up first and then the
buses coming to the high school
to pick up the high schoolers be-

home. We know it’s hard to get
into a new routine, but Corey [
understand your concerns and I
don’t want any parent to think
we are not concerned about their
child's safety.

“The board followed the sug-
gestion of Durham Bus Service
to reduce the number of buses to
three, but if this is not working
out, we will go back to a fourth
bus. And, we will certainly look
into having a staff member at the
school before classes begin to
supervise those being dropped
off,” Reames added. “I realize
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School Supply giveaway.
Quint said this year they
pre-packaged the materi-
als so parents and guard-
ians could not bypass the
educational materials,
MCDAC gave out pencils,
erasers and buttons.

Windhorst said MC-
DAC has been attending
the Metropolis Public
Library's annuval Back to
School Bash and while
there are other people in-
volved in Project Gradu-
ation at the junior high
and high school, MCDAC
donates money to Project
Graduation in effort to as-
sist in providing a drug-
free after graduation event
for students.

Windhorst shared in-
formation about various
grants MCDAC receives
and re-iterated the organi-
zation receives many do-
nations as well, such as an
unexpected $5000 dona-
tion at the end of the year
from Harmah's Casino.

MCDAC was not suc-
cessful with ts Drug Free
Community (DFC) Grant
for the 2017 application.

Windhorst said they
would consider submit-
ting it again in 2019.

She told those present
they need more people to

DAM

help read the application
to find ways of improving
the application so the orga-
nization might have a bet-
ter chance in receiving the
grant which is $125,000.

MCDAC also received
a $1000 Lutheran Synod
Grant that was used for
Red Ribbon Week.

The organization re-
ceived funds from the
Fifth Annual Golf Scram-
ble, which had 12 teams
and 24 hole sponsors.

A first- time trivia event
was held in January, which
raised $1378 and plans are
to host another trivia night,
possibly in November.

The year ending bal-
ance for MCDAC was
$17,601, which Windhorst
said is double what it was
last year. “We're happy
with the community sup-
port and word is getting
out with the kids,” said
Windhorst.

Massac County Sheriff
Ted Holder said he tries
to do things that benefits
the public, and has learned
that when he does that,
people usually get behind
it

He said in 2011 he
was approached by a 12-
year-old Cami Horman
about starting a Prescrip-

tion Drug collection point
— P2D2 — which would
serve as a drop off point
for expired or unused pre-
scription medicadon.

At first, Holder said
he was unsure about it.
But, he hed that pro-

idea to the MCDAC mem-
bers and once they did,
the idea snowballed from
there. “Everyone saw the
need and wanted to help,”
said Holder.

Johnathan Oberholz, of
Southern Illinois Enforce-

gram and (wice a year Lhe
sheriff’s department joins
forces with the Drug En-
forcement Agency to bold
a prescription drug take
back day.

According to Holder,

since 2011, the sheriff’s
office has collected 3000
pounds of prescription
drugs.
In April, the sheriff’s
office started a needle
ampesty program  with
the help of MCDAC. The
program was launched
following numerous calls
to the department regard-
ing “dirty needles” being
found on playgrounds and
in public places.

Holder said he asked
some of the inmates to see
if having a needle drop off
location might work.

Their opinion was it
might take some time, but
they agreed it would work
and drug addicts would
use it.

Abby Kaylor and Sum-
mer Clapp presented the

meut Group and Ilinois
National Guard Counter-
drug donated an old mail-
box and Massac Memorial
Hospital arranged for the
needles to be picked up
along with the hospital’s,
with the hospital paying
for the cost of the needles
to be disposed of.

Holder said since Points
Drop was started, three
full boxes of needles have
been collected. Twenty
three of those were “dirty
needles.”

The box is under sur-
veillance 24 hours a day,
and a sign on the box
clearly states needles can
be dropped with no ques-
tions asked.

“Yes, it is working,
thanks to all of you,” said
Holder.

One resident of Haven
House, Peggy Meadows,
asked who to contact when
there is known drug activ-
ity occurring and asked if
a needle drop box could
be located near Haven

House.

Holder and Metropo-
lis Public Safety Direc-
tor Harry Masse stressed
the importance of having
control of the needle drop
box and the need to have it
under surveillance.

Aflter 4 recent pust oo
social media showing nee-
dles found under the rail-
road bridge word spread
that Metropolis was “ram-
pant” with dirty needles.

According to Masse,
the Metropolis Police
Department had only 12
reports of dirty needles
all year, and of those 12
incidents, 11 of them in-
volved officers picking up
the dirty needles.

Masse said if anyone
within the city limits finds
dirty needles, to call the
police department and
someone would come to
pick up the needles.

He also called prescrip-
tion drugs, such as opioids,
a “segway,” to other drugs,
such as heroin.

He did not know what
meth was until he moved
to southemm Ilinois in
2005. “It’s worse than
crack,” he said.

Masse said that the
majority of theft cases,
domestic violence calls,

fights and disturbances can
almost always be linked to
being drug or alcohol-re-
lated.

“The message has to
get out that we can’t tol-
erate that” said Masse,
pointing out he only has
two officers working (he
whole town for each shift
and if there were a big ve-
hicle accident or major in-
cident, that could prevent
officers from being on the
streets.

“Community involve-
ment has got to get belter,”
said Masse, who encour-
aged everyone if they see
something, they should
say something.

“If people want to help
in the fight against drugs,
they can join our coali-
tion and volunteer to help
at our events. There is no
instant solution to stop-
ping drug use, and we are
doing our best to discour-
age young people from
using drugs to begin with.
Another way is to keep re-
porting suspicious activity
to law enforcement. Also,
dispose of any old pre-
scriptions in the P2D2 box
at the Sheriff's Depart-
ment so that those drugs
don’t end up in the wrong
hands,” said Windhorst.

Continued from front

Faster travel

Barges travel around
five miles per hour, but
that can vary depend-
ing on whether the barge
is traveling up stream or
down stream. While barge
traffic is slow to begin
with, having to wait to
lock through Dam 52 at
Brookport can make it all
the more slower.

Brookport Dam has
487 wickets and the new
Olmsted Dam will have
140 — fewer wickets that
will speed up the process
of raising or lowering the
dam.

At Brookport, the Corps
estimates to raise the dam,
it could take workers 72 to
96 hours. Whereas at Ol-
msted, the time involved
in raising the dam may
take as little as 24 hours
up to 36 hours

Louisville District
Commander  Antoinette
Gant said the Corps has
deemed October 2018 as
the time Olmsted to be op-
erational. “As it stand right
now, we are looking to be
able to make good on that
promise,” she said.

The only thing that
could cause problems in
that would be if there were
difficulties with the wicket
lifter. She said even from
the beginning there have
been some glitches, but
contractors working to
make sure the glitches are
being taken out.

“We understand and
know the reliability of
what Olmsted means to
the Ohio and lower Ohio
River and we want to make
sure we are doing our part
... that as lock and dam
52 and 53 are aging out
and not capable of being
utilized, Olmsted Dam is
ready to go and operation-
al," said Gant.

Future of
Dams 52 and 53

The biggest concern
to many of the employ-
ees working at the dams
is whether or not they will
have a job when Olmsted
opens. According to the
Corps, when fully staffed
there were 20 emnlovees

14 employees at Locks
and Dam 53. All employ-
ees from Dams 52 and 53
are in the process of be-
ing transterred to Olmsted
Locks and Dam,

As for the future of
Dams 52 and 53, they
will eventually be out of
service completely by
2020. But, according to
the Corps, a final decision
has not been made on the
removal method.

“We are tentatively
planning on using explo-
sives at 53. Blasting will
be used for fracturing the
concrete caps in the cells
but not for total demoli-
tion, Otherwise, both 52
and 53 will be removed
using equipment to re-
move the dams,” said Todd
Hornback, public affairs
ofticer from the Louisville
District office.

‘When Smithland Locks
and Dam was completed,
that eliminated the need
for Dams 50 and 51. The
Dam in Golconda was re-
ferred to as Lock and Dam
51

Dams 52 and 53 must
be maintained until Olm-
sted is holding pool and
fully functioning properly.

According to the Corps,
there will be a contract let-
ting this fall for the start
of the demolition of Dam
52 and is expected to be
awarded this winter.

This passage from The
Falls City Engineers A
History of the Louisville
District Corp of Engineers
United States Army 1970~
1983: “After the fixed weir
at Smithland was complet-
ed, the eleven Tainter gates
were lowered against their
sills between the piers on
Sept. 22, 1980, closing
river flow and raising the
new pool. It went up at
controlled rates by stages
to permit the demolition
and removal of old Locks
and Dams 50 and 51. Af-
ter parts of those struc-
tures that might be used
were salvaged, the con-
tractors drilled holes into
the concrete of the locks
and dams, inserted explo-
sives, and blasted the old
structures into fraegments

of the two locks and dams
ended an era on the Ohio
River, because they were
the last dams on the Ohio
with only single 600-foot
locks to handle traffic.”

Homback said the lack
chambers and dam will
be removed, and the river
will be returned to open
river. “As far as land and
buildings, the land and any
buildings will be tumed
over to General Services
Administration,  known
as (GSA), for disposal.
Funds received through
this process will be re-
turned to the Treasury. We
do not have a schedule at
this time for the disposal
of the property,” explained
Homback.

In Golconda, when the
Corps vacated the prop-
erty, the four houses had
been left in a state of de-
terioration from lack of
maintenance,

In 1998, the Cily of
Golconda took owner-
ship of the property and
restored it to its original
design.

The city and Main
Street Golconda Inc. en-
tered into an agreement to
renovate the four houses.

In 2002 the site was
leased to Dam 51 LLS,
a volunteer organiza-
tion, which maintains the
homes and offers them for
rental to the public.

At Locks and Dam 52
at Brookport, there are six
houses, one of which has
served as the administra-
tive offices.

According to the
Corps, the cottages and
houses were constructed
between 1924 to 1928
for use as residences for
the lockmasters and their
assistants. Currently the
houses are unutilized.

As the Olmsted project
transitions from a con-
struction site to becoming
operational,

Future of the
water levels
According to the Corps,
the Olmsted Locks and
Dam, as with all locks and
dams on the Ohio River, is
not a flaad control nr flond

not have impacts on flood-

ing.

The Olmsted Locks and
Dam assists with holding
a pool for navigation pur-
poses. The project is de-
signed to only hold back-
water during low periods
of the Ohio River when, if
not for the locks and dam
system, river traffic would
cease due to low levels,

When the river rises,
the lock chambers are not
needed, the wickets are
lowered and river traftic
will continue through the
open river.

In addition, the Corps’
locks and dams can only
affect river levels a few
feet during low river lev-
els, which will not cause
fooding. When river
flooding occurs, these
projects are also at the
mercy of the flood.

Olmsted’s pool is ex-
pected to be approxi-
mately 300 feet. Normal
spring flows routinely get
to 330 feet.

According to Hom-
back, when flows get low
enough in the Ohio River,
normally the dam at Locks
and Dam 52 is raised first
to maintain minimum wa-
ter elevation 302 upstream
of that dam.

If flows continue to de-
crease, the dam at Locks
and Dam 53 is raised to
maintain a minimum wa-
ter level of 290 belween
Locks and Dam 53 and
Locks and Dam 52.

The process works in
reverse when flows are
sufficient to sustain or ex-
ceed the elevations above,
the respective dams are
lowered to facilitate navi-
gation on the river, avoid-
ing delays associated with
using the locks to get past
the dam.

The difference at Me-
tropolis once Olmsted
Locks and Dam is fully
operational is that river
levels will not be allowed
to fall to the minimum
level maintained by Locks
and Dam 53 during very
low fows. The new dam
at Olmsted Locks and
Dam will be raised to
nrevent water levels from

300 at Paducah and el-
evation 302 immediately
downstieam of Smithland
Locks and Dam.

As Metropolis is very
close to Paducah, it should
be expected that during
low flows when the dam at
Olmsted Locks and Dam is
in the raised position, the
minimum water level will
be slightly lower than the
minimum target elevation
of 300 at Paducah, and not
be allowed to drop to the
290 elevation previously
maintained by Locks and
Dam 53,

While the change in
the river levels up stream
from Olmsted is some-
thing farmers in particular
will be keeping a close
eye on, the river industry
will be eyeing the impact
Olmsted could have on
future business, according
to Matt Ricketts, president
and CEO of Crounse Corp.
in Paducah.

Ricketts said the open-
ing of Olmsted Locks
and Dam would impact
anyone who operates on
the Ohio River. He said
Dam 52 has been a criti-
cal area, as it is the last
lock to go through before
traveling to the lower Mis-
sissippi River. He said it
is estimated that between
90 and 100 million tons of
commodities pass through
that area.

Ricketts said Crounse
was among many river
industry companies that
were affected by the 2017
unscheduled shutdown of
Dam 52.

Although he did not
have specific numbers, he
said during the closure of
Dam 52, there were 50
to 60 towboats waiting to
lock through up or down
stream,

The new lacks and dam
will cut down on delays by
a significant amount.

According to Ricketts,
he has seen industry stud-
ies, which indicate a sig-
nificant increase in traffic
and the amount of tonnage
long-term — in the 2035
to 2040 timeline.

“We're excited Olm-
sted is coming to comnle-

a smooth transition,” said
Ricketts, who said the in-
creased reliability in river
traftic might result in in-
creased business to the
river industry as a whole.
“We shall see,” said Rick-

etts.

“It’s [the inland water-
ways] the most efficient
way to handle increased
traffic,” said Ricketts, not-
ing the nation’s interstates
and highways are already
congested.

Rickett's said Olmsted
was the longest to build
and cost more money than
originally anticipated, but
in 2004, when changes
were made in the cost shar-
ing of the Olmsted project
and a revised budget was
released, the project now
will still be completed un-
der that revised budget.

He said the lessons and
concepts learned in the
construction of Olmsted
would be applied to future
locks and dam project.



