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WATERWAYS COUNCIL, INC. PRAISES PASSAGE OF WATER
INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE NATION (WIIN) ACT
INCLUDES HOUSE & SENATE WRDA 2016 LANGUAGE
Washington, DC – Waterways Council, Inc. (WCI) today commended the work of Congress to pass
the Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation (WIIN) Act, of which the Water Resources
Development Act (WRDA 2016) is included, by a vote of 78 to 21 during the lame duck session.
WIIN/WRDA authorizes Army Corps of Engineers' work on locks and dams, dredging and other
water resources projects.
WCI applauded the efforts of the House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee, led by Chairman
Bill Shuster (R-PA) and Ranking Member Peter DeFazio (D-OR), along with House Subcommittee
on Water Resources and Environment Chairman Bob Gibbs (R-OH) and Ranking Member Grace
Napolitano (D-CA). WCI also praised the leadership of the Senate Environment and Public Works
Committee Chairman James Inhofe (R-OK) and Ranking Member Barbara Boxer (D-CA), and the
Senate Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee, chaired by David Vitter (R-LA).
WIIN/WRDA 2016 includes WCI’s key request to authorize inland navigation projects based on
Final Chief’s Reports for Calcasieu Lock (Louisiana), the Upper Ohio Navigation System
(Pennsylvania), and deepening of Brazos Island Harbor in Texas (Brownsville Ship Channel). The
bill did not contain a Public-Private Partnership (P3) provision that could have allowed for the
collection of tolls or lockage fees on tributary waterways. WCI stakeholder resistance successfully
helped to defeat this onerous proposal from becoming part of WIIN/WRDA 2016. The return to a
regular, biennial process for water resources legislation was also hailed by WCI.
“An efficient, modern, reliable inland waterways transportation system is critical to our nation’s
towboat operators, shippers, farmers, ports, and labor and conservation groups. The passage of the
strong policy recommendations in WIIN/WRDA 2016 will help to create and sustain American jobs,
increase exports, and strengthen the United States’ competitiveness in world markets,” said Michael
Toohey, WCI President/CEO.
Waterways Council, Inc. is the national public policy organization advocating for a modern and wellmaintained national system of ports and inland waterways. The group is supported by waterways carriers,
shippers, port authorities, agriculture, labor and conservation organizations, shipping associations and
waterways advocacy groups from all regions of the country. Visit www.waterwayscouncil.org

